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April 4th, 2019 

Global Climate Outlook:  

Weak to moderate El Niño conditions now present  

Weak-to-moderate El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) conditions are present and are forecast 

to continue during the Northern Hemisphere spring (80% chance for April to June) and summer 

(60% chance for June to August). Associated with this event are increased chances of above-

normal April to June rainfall in parts of the southeastern United States, Central Asia, and 

southeastern South America, and increased chances of below normal rainfall in Southeast Asia, 

particularly for the maritime region, and in parts of eastern Southern Africa and northern South 

America. El Niño conditions from June to August would typically increase chances of below normal 

rainfall in Indonesia, the Philippines, northern and eastern Australia, India, Central America and 

parts of the Caribbean, northern South America, and northern Ethiopia. Forecasts are also tending 

towards a positive Indian Ocean Dipole mode from June to August.  Such conditions tend to 

suppress rainfall in parts of Australia. 

 

East Africa Outlook:  

Drier than average February to April rainfall is likely across East Africa 

Much of East Africa could be seeing below-average rainfall throughout the 

February to April period, according to forecasts and estimates of rainfall to-date. 

Rainfall totals from late February through March are less than 80 percent of 

average in many western equatorial areas and less than 50 percent of average in drier eastern 

areas. Parts of southern Ethiopia, Kenya, northern Tanzania, and eastern DRC are showing deficits 

of 50 mm to 100 mm for this period (Figure 1-left). Temperatures have been higher than average 

across the region. East Africa’s disorganized and weakened rainfall system has been largely 

attributed to the destructive Cyclone Idai and related ongoing Indian Ocean conditions.  

April may also be drier than average (Figure 1-right). The current April forecast and the next two-

week forecast both depict regional scale deficits that are concentrated in, but not limited to, the 

equatorial zone from northeastern DRC to the eastern Horn. The next two-week forecast shows 

above-average rainfall in parts of Tanzania and in central and northeastern Ethiopia (not shown). 

April is typically one of the wettest months of the year in the equatorial sector and is critically 

important for bimodal eastern Horn areas. In these areas, seasonal rains begin in late February to 

late March and are only around three months in duration. Seasonal forecasts are currently less 

pessimistic with regard to May and June 2019 rainfall. 

https://www.chc.ucsb.edu/
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Figure 1. On the left, a preliminary estimate of February 21st through March 31st, 2019 rainfall in terms 

of the difference from the 1981 to 2018 average (Source: UCSB CHC). This Climate Hazards Center Early 

Estimate combines CHIRPS final and preliminary rainfall with an unbiased version of the 10-day GEFS 

ensemble mean forecast (https://www.chc.ucsb.edu/data/chirps-gefs). On the right, the April 2019 

rainfall forecast issued on March 28th from the National Centers for Environmental Prediction (NCEP) 

coupled forecast system model version 2 (Source: NWS/NOAA/CPC). It shows the forecast monthly total in 

terms of the difference from the 1982-2010 average. 
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